Register Ramblings





Submitting Photographs to the Register.





Perhaps it’s surprising or perhaps it’s not, but more queries are asked by Recorders about photographs than about anything else connected with submitting data to the Register.    A typical comment is, ‘The Report form is fairly straightforward to complete but what should I do about my photographs?’





The Society’s Database conforms to the UK Heritage MIDAS standard for data archives.  Our records are physical ones backed up by a database they are not ‘all electronic’ records.  We therefore cannot currently accept e-mailed forms or photographs because we have neither the time nor the resources to print them off to the necessary quality nor do we have the resources to operate an electronic archive and retrieval system to the Heritage standards.  So, what do we accept?





Well, first of all we accept photographic prints (7x5 ins and 6x4 ins only) or 35mm transparencies for the Society’s High Resolution Archives.  Additionally we do accept A4 sized photocopies of exceptional dials so that these may be bound in with the report forms.  However they do make the volumes thicker and harder to bind and they do not form part of the official archive so it is nice to restrict these to excellent shots of quality dials.  For this reason, any A4 shot should be sent in addition to a full quality photographic print or transparency, not instead of it.





If your photograph was obtained by a digital camera please consider having it printed professionally, directly from the memory card onto conventional photographic paper rather than at home using Ink Jet technology on Home PC papers.  Home printed photographs are insufficiently permanent and rarely of the necessary quality for archive use.





A selection of the images that are sent in are scanned before archiving so that we can maintain a Low Resolution Digital Archive which is held as part of the database suite.  It is this archive that is used to prepare the thumbnail images in the printed Register.





A good rule of thumb to aim for – though rarely to achieve! - is that your photographs should be taken sufficiently close up for the dial to fill the image area and be composed so as to provide sufficient information and detail for the dial to be remade or repainted.  This is often impossible of course, so do not be discouraged if yours are not of such a standard.  We are well used to receiving the only known shot of a dial knowing that it is the best possible in the circumstances!  I sometimes think we should award an annual  prize for the best picture taken in hopelessly adverse circumstances!  Do remember though that every photograph sent in should be properly identified.  Otherwise the risk of misattributing them is high.





On the back of each print (or around the edge of each transparency) you should enter the following:





Place 			This might be the name of the Church, the House etc and the associated Town


County/Region	This should be the County or Region name taken from the list in the Register


Local Number	Your Membership number and Serial number of your record, viz: 499/045


Date			The date when the photograph was taken and the dial recorded.


The SR Number	If it is a re-sighting of a known dial.  Otherwise leave it blank.





Top Tip: Use a Fine tipped non-permanent fibre tipped pen designed for used with Overhead Projectors.  The ink dries quickly and does not smudge.





Finally, always send in a report form with photographs. For security the database links forms and photographs so we can attribute photographs to Recorders.  So please don’t just send photographs even if all you are doing is providing ‘an update’.  Many thanks.  Please get in touch if you have any queries.
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