Register Ramblings

A Prop or Not?

It’s all BSS Member Peter Baxandall’s fault!  There I was thinking that we had just about recorded all the dials in and around the stately homes of Britain when Peter and his wife sit down to watch the excellent film version of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice – the one where Keira Knightley stars as Elizabeth Bennett. There, in scene 12 of the DVD, Elizabeth runs out of Pemberley onto the rear terrace and, in turning to go down the steps we see, on the end of the balustrade, an exquisite horizontal dial with this elaborately pierced gnomon.  
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Now in the film, Chatsworth is used to represent D’Arcy’s house, Pemberley and the suggestion is that maybe this dial is indeed at Chatsworth.  Trouble is, no such dial is currently recorded by us as being at Chatsworth.  Furthermore, if it is there, how could it have escaped our collective attention for so long?  

Of course, that particular scene might easily have been shot at any one of the other venues used by the film maker or the dial may simply have been placed there as a prop by the film makers.  The background to the action certainly looks like Chatsworth and so does the garden that can be seen behind the actors.  Furthermore Chatsworth itself lies almost exactly aligned North-South  - just as suggested by the alignment of the gnomon with the balustrade and the building in the film.  That certainly does not suggest that it was a film prop.

Well spotted Peter!  Now, can anyone tell me if there is indeed such a dial at Chatsworth or do we need to look elsewhere to find it?
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