Register Ramblings








Third Edition finally sold out!





The Third edition of the Fixed Dial Register has finally sold out.  It has proved to be the most successful ever for the Society and that is very pleasing.  We do still have a few Members who would still like a copy but sadly the numbers waiting are so few that the cost to Members of a small further reprint – even with the Society taking a few in anticipation of future sales – will have to be £28 + P&P and we are writing to these persons to see if they are still interested after knowing of this price change.  In future we shall only be able to reprint when we have at least 10 purchasers waiting though we should be able to keep the price at or near to £28.








The ‘other’ Register!





One of the interesting things that happens if you are the Society’s Registrar is the knowledge you glean from all sorts of sources of dials that are known (or suspected) to be in existence but which are not yet recorded.  On top of that there are, of course, still some dials that have been mentioned at our Conferences or even described in our early Bulletins and which are still not recorded.  I think that Members must assume that if they have been mentioned in a Bulletin of (say)1991 they must surely be recorded by now.  Not necessarily so!  Accordingly I have started to keep an ‘Alternative Register’ (actually it’s really just a list!) of such items and snippets.





I know several of you maintain similar lists for your own use and if any Members would like to submit knowledge of unrecorded dials that might be outside their area I would be happy to record them.  Equally if you want to know if there are any such on record in your patch I can tell you that too.





Don’t however, all rush at once because not many are yet recorded; this is a new venture.  Well, it’s not really new because Ian Wootton, started something similar when he was Registrar though, when I took over, the amount of that sort of information seemed to tail off.  Nonetheless I shall also include any residual data from Ian’s list.








An interesting thing …





Talking of interesting things happening to one as Registrar, I happened the other day to be looking at a dial for John Davis who was interested in an horizontal dial made before 1752 when the calendar was finally changed in England.  I was pleased to help and duly visited the property in June, virtually on the day when the Equation of Time was zero.  I won’t go into John’s areas of interest here because he may wish to publish that himself.  What did intrigue me though was the discovery that as well as the fairly ‘common’ time divisions of half, quarter and eighths of an hour, this dial was also marked in sixteenths of an hour!  Now I have never seen that before.  Does any Member know of any other dials with such markings and were they really used or was the scale just a ‘vanity’ on the part of the delineator?  I shall take steps to include such information in the database from now on so it can be included when we print the next edition of the Register.  I can see that I shall now also have to extend the options on the Society’s Dial Recording template to include 3¾ minutes as well as 7½!
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