Register Ramblings








Pictures and their value…





It is often said that a picture is worth a thousand words.  Now, in order to stop everyone writing in to say I have got it wrong, I should confirm that this saying, first made by Frederick Barnard (an advertising manager), gave a value of ten thousand words rather than one thousand, but we shall let that pass.





As Members will know the two volume printed edition of Register 2005 has all its images printed, one-sided on pages of image quality paper that are at the back of each volume.  This is necessary to keep costs down and in the years since the first ‘Register with images’ was produced in 2000 very few people have commented on the presence or absence of images for any particular dial. 





I feel moved to reflect now on the matter of pictures and their value because the CDROM edition of Register 2005, uniquely among the available editions, has its dial pictures set alongside the dial’s text entry and this in turn has moved an unprecedented number (well, several!) Members to write or e-mail me to say that they have or can get, pictures of some of the listed dials which are better than those in the Register or even that they can get pictures where none currently exists in the Register.





Now, the images printed in the Registers are those stored in the database.  They are not of course the sum total of images of the dials held in our archive although any one in the Register may well have been taken from images submitted with forms. The key thing is that photos and transparencies submitted with a form are recorded in such a way that we can trace the date and author of each sighting.  Photos held in the database on the other hand simply represent the best and/or most recent image of a dial. No record is made of the photographer nor of the date of the image and indeed there may be images of dials held on the database where no photograph exists in the archive.





All this means that there is a much more relaxed approach taken regarding the digital images held in the database and this in turn means that whereas we cannot accept digital images for formal sightings it is possible for us to accept digital images for inclusion in the database. However do please note that because no record of author will be kept you should only submit images for which you are happy to lose your copyright. All submitted images will thereafter be the copyright of BSS.





Any Member wishing to send in images in this way should submit them to me on CDROM (NOT e-mail) and adhering STRICTLY to the following format:





All submitted photographs should, as far as possible, be ones having a  quality such that they could be used, if ever it proved necessary, to make a duplicate of the dial in question. All submitted image files should be in JPG format, limited to a maximum image size of 500kB, with the image cropped to just show the dial itself and with the image file name set to the following format. 





As an example, for a first image of a dial having the BSS Reference SRN1234 the image file should be named S1234.jpg.  If a second image is being submitted of the same dial (eg of faces of a cube dial) then this should have the file name S1234a.jpg.  Others should be named S1234b.jpg, S1234c.jpg etc. Note again though that if only a single image is supplied then it should not have any suffix letters to its filename.





By adhering strictly to this methodology the process of image comparison and import into the database is rendered much easier. Currently our Member Peter Meadows holds the accolade of having submitted images that most closely adhere to the above such that I was able to make an almost instant transfer to the database.  Can you match that?
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