Register Ramblings





Restoration Starts at Lincoln





Summer is always a ‘slow’ time for the Register and so it is nice to be able to report a real highlight.  The two dials at Lincoln Cathedral were finally scheduled for restoration in October.  The Ironmongers  Company generously agreed to meet the outstanding costs and a two week period was scheduled for late October in which to conduct a close up examination and to stabilise and restore the dials.





I was privileged to be invited to see the work in progress but was only able to make the trip at the start of the second week.  However I got there to discover that things were already behind schedule since one week had been consumed with difficulties in erecting the scaffolding in such a way as to avoid any damage to the stonework of the buttress.





The dials are a staggering 30 feet up and my limited ability to suppress the effects of vertigo was certainly put to the test!  Nonetheless it was a fascinating experience since I was able to see the position before much work had been done.  





Incorrectly recorded in the Register as a multiple dial (SRN 2577), they really are two dials on the one buttress, one, a Direct South Dial with Roman numerals and the other a Direct East dial with Arabic ones.  The East Dial is unusual because no hour lines are marked earlier than 6am – presumably because the Cathedral itself blocks the sun at such times.  Accordingly its gnomon is offset to be near to the buttress edge and the gnomon support there had broken loose so precipitating this restoration.  As a ‘taster’ before a fuller report, initial observations were:





1.  When up close all details of both dials were still visible – albeit with some difficulty.  It clearly was an excellent time to do a restoration.  There is no evidence of a matching West dial and the scalloped under edge of the East dial gnomon is not a nodus after all.





2.  The two dials appear to be contemporary and possibly by the same hand despite the oddity of the numerals. Erosion on both gnomons seems similar and also points to a similar age for both dials.





3.  The East facing dial is not truly East facing.  It 'declines' slightly from due East though by only a very small amount – not yet calculated!  





4.  The gnomons have survived remarkably well and this is no doubt because they are of wrought iron.





5.  The letters and lines are now in relief; an effect indisputably due to erosion of the stone where it has not been protected by the paint or shielded by the drip ledge or gnomon itself.





6.  Oddly there is no evidence of earlier repainting, though of course some may have been done.





I am hoping to describe the completed work in more detail in a short article for the Bulletin.  Watch this space!








At last a REAL use for a WAP mobile phone…!





How often have Members sighted a nice dial in sunshine and not had access to the current equation of time?  Well, all is now solved for those with a WAP mobile phone.  Simply enter the following address as a bookmark into a WAP phone and, whenever needed, you can call up the EoT for Noon for any day in the next few months.  The values are calculated using Jan Meeus’ medium accuracy equations so giving EoT to within a second or two and often very much better than that.





http://wmlproxy.google.com/wmltrans/h=en/g=/q=Sundials+horses/s=0/u=ourworld.compuserve.com@2Fhomepages@2Fpatrick@5Fpowers@2Feot2.htm/c=0





Anyone having difficulty entering this may contact me to request sending it as a text message directly to their phone so permitting easier entry. The same data – though only for the year in question and not of course available whilst ‘on site’– is also available on one’s PC at home by setting your browser to: http://go.ourworld.nu/patrick_powers, selecting ‘Sundials’ and navigating to ‘Accurate EoT Correction’.
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