Register Ramblings

Published at last!

As many Members will know, the Third Edition of the Register went on sale at the Cirencester Conference.  The price is being subsidised for Members of the Society and it only

costs fifteen pounds plus a five pound charge for (UK) post and packing.  Overseas postage will be slightly more.  Copies may now be obtained from Margery Lovatt.  She can be reached on:  

Tel: + Ans/machine: +44 (0)1279 452974 or Fax: +44 (0) 1279 419368.

So what is different about the new edition?  Well, it has a new layout, more dials, more dial description and more photographs than before.  In particular it includes

· Details of nearly 4000 dials from 5000 reports

· Over 900 colour images of dials

· A new layout combining dial details with the sightings record

· All known mottoes

· Literature references & dial descriptions for the first time

· Many more map references & church dedications 

· An improved  addressing & removal of several duplicates 

· An accommodation for the new UK County structure

· Summary totals of dial types in each County

· Less use of coded entries
It is nice to report that there was brisk business at the Conference with over 60 copies being sold

there.  Inevitably some oddities/typos/duplications will be found and I would be pleased to hear of any that you may discover.  It is intended to keep a summary of these on the BSS Web Site so that all owners of the Register can correct their copies.

A small tri-fold flyer entitled 'Notes & Hints for Dial Recorders' has also been produced.  It is free of charge to Members and describes some of the things that make for a better dial report.  Margery can insert one with your copy of the Register if you ask for it.

Alternatively that flyer can be obtained from me as can pads of Report Forms, the Recording Instructions and the PC Report template for MS Word.

These are free of charge (and free of postage!) to Members.

A debt we owe.
At the back of the Register is a short summary of the way in which it has been developed over the years under each of the Society’s three Registrars.  Whilst Gordon Taylor was indeed the first formal Registrar of the Society there had been much earlier pioneering work done by David Young. This isn’t covered in that summary and that really is an inadvertent omission.  David it was who in 1989, with the help and encouragement of Andrew Somerville, set out the first proposals and designed the very first forms for collecting data on sundials and it was he who, from 1991, published regular listings both of the dials that had been identified in the first months by his team of 26 recorders and of those dials that had been researched separately by Andrew Somerville.  These all formed a valuable start to the Register as we know it today.  David has recently achieved the status of being the Society’s most prolific recorder with 489 reports to his name having just passed the stunning and very long standing total of 483 achieved long ago by Andrew and Anne Somerville.  The Society owes a considerable debt to all of these stalwarts.
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