Register Ramblings





The Cat Removed from the Pigeons…?





It’s a pity that this Newsletter cannot yet reproduce images – even black and white ones - because it would have been useful in explaining the way in which the Register was recently used to solve an unusual and potentially quite difficult request.





As everyone will expect, I receive quite a few requests for information about dials and makers and about the relative incidence of some specific features of dials like mottos or gnomon endings etc but a little while ago I was sent the following ‘nightmare’ e-mail which really set the cat among the pigeons here at the BSS Dial Registry!…





This is an unusual request. A friend sent me this holiday photo of a sundial, knowing that I would be interested. Unfortunately, he couldn't remember where he took it! I wonder whether it might be in the Register. All the information I have is the photo itself (see attachment) and the friend's guess that it may have been in East Anglia. The motto and the names of the churchwardens may be a clue. Can you help me?


Now, Members will know that whilst databases are very good at storing and retrieving factual data they are not at all good at image recognition! Indeed, we cannot (yet!) conduct any form of image recognition per se. So, when you consider that currently we have well over 2000 images of sundials on the database (and many thousands more in the archive) this sort of request is the hardest that we can receive.  Still, over the past years successive Registrars have tried to record more and more  written detail of dials and it was worth trying to see if I had recorded the names of the Church Wardens mentioned on the dial.





The photograph that was attached was of a declining dial in the shade.  It has a ‘break-arch’ shape with added marble scrolls at the sides.  In the arch is a motto and at the bottom are the names of two churchwardens.  The only visible name is that of ‘Plowright’. A search for this showed absolutely nothing!





The motto at the top was almost impossible to read too but it was clearly of some length, possibly of three words and also clearly had the Latin word ‘et’ in the middle. I guessed that it might be 'Pereunt et Imputantur' or some such (which is a common motto) and so did a search on that with an added requirement that the dial should be declining.  This threw up eight possible dials, one close one being SRN 4202 in Cambridgeshire but fortunately I have a photo of that on the database and could eliminate it.  I then tried the next one, SRN 3604 (St Mary’s Church, Pinchbeck, Lincs – perhaps not quite in East Anglia after all) and bingo.... the text description clinched it even though I didn't have a photo.





Interestingly, the database entry did mention the churchwardens’ names but  I found that when I had made the original database entry I had entered the name as Ploughright and not Plowright – having taken the wrong spelling from the original form even though the recorder had actually corrected himself before sending it in!!  It just goes to show how careful I need to be when reading submitted report forms!!.





The dial is doubly interesting since it has a nodus and seven declination lines though it seems to have deteriorated since first reported in 1996.





This whole exercise really does show the importance of having records which include as much detail as possible - Recorders please note!  Hmmm, Registrars also please note the need to type correctly too!!.
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