Register Ramblings





The dial that’s seen everything?


It is the quiet part of the year for the Register just now although this year there is a difference because of the ongoing activity to publish the various editions of the 2005 Register.  Despite the obvious urgency, the process of checking and editing the various entries can be quite diverting and one’s attention can easily be distracted to dwell on some interesting snippet or another.


Sometimes the unusual nature of a Register entry is not a consequence of anything to do with the dial but with the building.  Take SRN 1233 for example; an excellently preserved Direct South dial with Motto "Umbra Sumus".  This dial was first installed in 1743, high on the gable end of a church at the corner of Brick Lane and Fournier St in Spitalfields in London.


Around that time Brick Lane was a long well-paved street frequented by carts fetching bricks into Whitechapel and the area was increasingly inhabited by Huguenot refugees fleeing persecution in France and the church on the corner was their church.  In 1809, it became a Wesleyan chapel and about 90 years later it was converted into the Spitalfields Great Synagogue for the Orthodox Jewish community that by then had moved into the area. 


But change did not stop there.  Some 167 years later, in 1976, it became as it is still, the main mosque for the Bangladeshi community who live there now, an area where many excellent restaurants serving Bangladeshi food can be found.


Surely this must be the one of the most ecumenical buildings in Britain – and certainly the most ecumenical sundial of all.





What happened to Meristic?


About 20 or so years ago a company signing itself Meristic made quality modern horizontal dials in the UK.  There are just two of these dials recorded in the Register at the moment; one in the parish of St Ouen in Jersey and the other in Snape in Suffolk. Both are complicated dials with sigmoidal gnomons, dual chapter rings, the motto: "Thou by the dial's shady stealth mayst know time's thievish progress to eternity" and an EoT graph at the South side. They are signed with the date, the phrase “© crafted by Mersitic” and this is followed by the latitude of the place where they are sited.





Ian Butson has recently come across a third example of these dials – though I have no details of it as yet - and he has asked me if we know of others and whether the company is still in existence.  I have checked the Internet and Companies House – all to no avail.  The Jersey owner of one of these dials believes he bought it through mail order. Does any Member have any information on the company or about their dials?  Are any other examples known of their work?  It may be that they did more than make dials because meristic is a biological adjective meaning “having or composed of segments; segmented” and it’s tempting to think that the name could describe a company involved in several market sectors. 
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