British Sundial Society E-Mail Users Questionnaire - A message from Patrick Powers
As you will probably know, Richard Mallett is involved together with the Membership Secretary in keeping up to date the Society's list of those Members who have an e-mail address.  There are now some 80-90 BSS Members who have such an address and he and I have recently wondered whether we might be able to offer such Members some additional information about the Society from time to time on an occasional basis.

One approach is to place some Society specific information on one or more of the BSS pages within the Sundials on the Internet web page and I have been in touch with Piers Nicholson about this.  However since the web page is open to all, this approach is rather public and is probably best suited to dissemination of information that we also wish to publicise outside the Society.

An additional approach might be to e-mail Members with information from time to time and this would in principle allow us to pass on information, initially perhaps about the Register since that is my particular area of interest, although I suspect that there may be several other areas of interest which at the moment we have difficulty satisfying. 

As the Registrar, I am particularly concerned that we ask Members to work hard locating and recording dials but we are only able to give a limited feedback of the information that has been gathered - and that often in a printed form which is only up to date close to the time it is puiblished.  An electronic system might offer additional approaches.

Accordingly therefore, and at this stage without any commitment to embark on any such course of action, we felt it might be appropriate to enquire from Members who have e-mail as to their views on this issue.  

It is not envisaged that any such initiative would take the place of the Newsletter in any way since there are many advantages to a printed circular that e-mail cannot easily provide. Additionally any move in that direction would disadvantage those who had no such access.  Rather it is felt that we might be able to supplement the Newsletter with information, graphs and photographs that, for lack of space is not easily presented in it and which we would only want to go to Members rather than be disseminated world wide via the Internet.

I must stress that any such arrangement would need the prior approval of the Society's Council, or at least of its Executive Officers.  The information resulting from this questionnaire will be used to support any such suggestion.  I would be grateful if you could fill in the attached questionnaire and send it back to me.  

My e-mail address is:

Patrick_Powers@compuserve.com   

(The underscore character between first and last names is important!)

The form has been issued as a Paintbrush .PCX file attachment since all PC Users who can receive attachments will have this software but not all will have the same Word Processor.  It is easily filled in by using Paintbrush and can be readily sent back.  If you cannot receive such an attachment please tell me and I can send a text only version.

Please do fill it in even if you are not interested - it is important to get negative views as well as positive ones.

I know that some of you have the ability to receive e-mails (often at your place of work) but are not able to send out replies.  In this case please print the form and send it to me via snail mail at:

Patrick Powers, 16 Moreton Avenue, Harpenden, Herts, UK. AL5 2ET

BSS Members E-Mail Users Questionnaire.

(Please update using Paintbrush then e-mail back to: Patrick_Powers @compuserve.com)

	What is your name and postal (snail mail) address?


	

	Please write our e-mail address here too.
	

	Would you be interested to receive occasional information about the Register, newly discovered dials, dials about which there is some uncertainty, general Register 'gossip' and possibly information about other Society matters too? (If you are not interested please ignore the rest of this questionnaire and return it now) 
	

	If so, would you mind if these e-mails contained UUencoded attachments like this and thus took a little time to download? If not would you nevertheless like to see some limit to the size and number of such e-mail messages each year? If so what limits would you propose?
	

	What sort of information would you like to receive?


	

	Is there any sort of BSS information would you not like to receive?


	

	Are you able to receive and see text attachments in Microsoft Word for Windows? If so what version of WfW have you?
	

	Can you receive and view GIF pictures?


	

	Can you receive and view JPEG pictures?


	

	Can you receive and view attachments of Microsoft Excel Spreadsheets and Charts? If so what version of Excel have you?
	

	Some information might necessarily be BSS copyright. Would you be prepared to give an undertaking to recognise and preserve that copyright so as to protect the Society's material from inadvertent dissemination and possible use b non-Members for illegal purposes.
	

	Do you subscribe to any Mail Lists, (e.g. the Sundial Mail List on the Internet?) where all submissions to the List are automatically sent out by e-mail to all Members thus permitting a dialogue between all subscribing parties.
	

	Would you be interested in a BSS internal Mail List if sufficient interest was proved?
	

	Are you already a Recorder of dials for the Society?
	


Thank you for your help and co-operation.

Patrick Powers 31/10/98


