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BSS Conference April 5-7 2013 in Edinburgh

The annual BSS Conference will have 15 talks, covering a wide variety of subjects. Six of the speakers will 
talk on dials that they have themselves made, showing that invention, design and craftsmanship of the highest 
order are alive and well. Several others will discuss their studies of, and conservation of, important historical 
sundials in stone and metals. Bringing the subject into the twenty-first century will be a survey of Apps for 
smartphones of use to sundialists.

The modern world's understanding of the astronomical and engineering achievements of the Ancients has, in 
recent years, been stood on its head by the discovery and understanding of the stunning Antikythera 
Mechanism. Our keynote speaker will be Dr Tony Freeth, who initiated and led many of the key studies of the 
mechanism. His film The 2,000 Year Old Computer has been shown on BBC4 many times. He will speak on 
aspects of the device, the extraordinary techniques used to dissect it, published and current understanding of 
its mechanism and dials, and what is still unknown or controversial. He invites attendees to indicate their 
interests so as to direct his talk to the audience.

As well as a very full programme of talks, there will be opportunities to see dials and other exhibits brought by 
15 exhibitors. On Saturday afternoon we stretch our legs to see the unique dials in George Heriot's School, a 
guided tour of the National Museum of Scotland, and other important dials along The Royal Mile.

The social highpoint of the weekend will be a Gala Dinner of Saturday in the opulent eighteenth century 
Playfair Library. 

More details and the booking form are available at http://sundialsoc.org.uk/conference.php

Annual Conferences
sundialsoc.org.uk
One of the main attractions of membership of the BSS is the annual conference. In 2013 we go to Edinburgh. 
Although the Society had origins in Scotland we have not been back there for over 20 years. So, for those 
who know Scottish sundials only from photographs, this should be a real treat.
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An alternative Christmas activity would be to plan your entry to the 2012-13 Photo Competition. For 
inspiration, the entries and winners of the 2010-11 competition are available at 
http://sundialsoc.org.uk/Photo2010-11Results.php.

Happy Christmas to all!

BSS Photographic Competition 2010-11
sundialsoc.org.uk
From this year certificates are also being awarded to the Top Three entrants who have not previously been a 
winner in the Photographic Competition, as follows.
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Tablets or smartphones are expected to be very popular gifts this Christmas. For new (or existing) users there 
is a list of sundial-related apps at http://sundialsoc.org.uk/apps.php. Enjoy!

Sundial Apps
sundialsoc.org.uk
There are some fascinating dial-related apps among the hundreds of thousands now available for 
smartphones and tablets. This is an initial list of some well-regarded ones for the two most popular platforms, 
Apple and Android. There are undoubtedly many more: if you would like to recommend a favourit...
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Members should have received their copies of the December Bulletin and Newsletter by now. Non-members 
can see Bulletin contents at http://sundialsoc.org.uk/bulletin.php and read the full text of the Newsletter at 
http://sundialsoc.org.uk/Newsletter/Dec2012.php. 

Details of the 2013 Edinburgh Conference (5-7 April) are available at http://sundialsoc.org.uk/conference.php
and the reinstated Photographic Competition is described at http://sundialsoc.org.uk/Photo2012-3.php.
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Thanks to Patrick for all that he has done to launch and maintain the BSS Facebook page. I (Bill Visick) am 
looking forward to taking it on. All feedback/comments/ideas welcome...thanks.
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We have a change of Editor! This Facebook page has been edited by me (Patrick Powers) since its inception 
and there have been nearly two contributions a month throughout that time that have provided up to date 
information about the Society. As of 23 November 2012 I am standing down and one of the other Admins will 
be managing this page from now on. If any of you think I can help at any time in the future or would like to 
hear of developments in the sundial fraternity, please feel free to make contact with me at 
webmaster@ppowers.com.
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More than 1430 visits have now been made to the 2012 BSS Conference web page! Thank you all for 
coming.

Conference web pages are those that start by giving details about a forthcoming conference and after the 
meeting has closed, they are changed to be more of a review and retrospective of it, giving details of the 
meeting, the programme, the dial tour, the auction (if there was one), delegates' views of the meeting, the 
AGM and any issues arising. Information is always added as it comes in - sometimes several months after the 
conference has ended - so it is not a static page by any means. This year's conference 'Retrospective' has 
been particularly well received. It may be viewed at:

www.bit.ly/bss2012
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A short info on the Przypkowski sundial in Greenwich from the website of the Polish Ambassy in London.

Restored Polish sundial unveiled in Greenwich
www.londyn.msz.gov.pl
On 10th October the British Sundial Society organised an unveiling ceremony in Greenwich for a restored 
sundial, designed by Tadeusz Przypkowski in the 1960s.
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Subject: In 1969 the 'Meridies Media' noon mark mean time sundial, designed by Dr Tadeusz...
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In 1969 the 'Meridies Media' noon mark mean time sundial, designed by Dr Tadeusz Przypkowski ( and with 
amendments by Chris Daniel) was installed on the south wall of the Meridian Building in what was then the 
Old Royal Observatory at Greenwich. In the years since it deteriorated and had to be taken down. In 2009 a 
movement was started to reinstate a replica. Chris Daniel, who had been curator of the sundial collection of 
the National Maritime Museum at the time of the original installation was asked to design the replacement. 
This he has undertaken at his own expense. The dial is to be formally opened by BSS Patron Sir Mark 
Lennox Boyd on Wednesday 10.10.12 at 12:30pm. It will represent a fitting second Jubillee dial in Greenwich 
Park.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 06 October 2012 11:20
Subject: An historic vertical sundial (National Register No SRN 2136) has been stolen fro...
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06/10/2012

An historic vertical sundial (National Register No SRN 2136) has been stolen from St Mary's Church in 
Prestwich Manchester. The Vicar, The Rev Bryan Hackett in asking for news of it has bemoaned the fact that 
the dial, dated 1781, which has told the time for over two centuries, centuries that have encompassed the 
Industrial Revolution and the Napoleonic wars, may have simply been stolen for scrap. The dial is a vertical 
direct south dial and carries the motto "Sic Transit Gloria Mundi". There is some confusion as to the material 
of the dial. The BSS Register records it as stone (with a metal gnomon) but the article reporting its loss refers 
to an iron plate. Anyone with further information should contact the police and webmaster@ppowers.com



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 02 October 2012 22:19
Subject: We are sorry to announce the death yesterday evening (01.10.12) of John Hayden,...
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02/10/2012

We are sorry to announce the death yesterday evening (01.10.12) of John Hayden, an early member(#125) of 
the society who, despite his very considerable disability – and later the onset of cancer - nevertheless came to 
our most recent three conferences to hear the presentations and to meet up with old friends. He took great 
pleasure in following the usual organised coach tour of dials in a taxi. John’s remains will shortly be cremated 
at Bushbury Crematorium near Wolverhampton. He will be much missed.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 25 September 2012 10:00
Subject: There has been a short delay in arranging for the society's 'conferences' email...
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There has been a short delay in arranging for the society's 'conferences' email address to forward properly to 
the 2013 Conference Organiser. As a consequence those who may have recently tried to contact the 
Organiser, perhaps to offer papers for the Edinburgh Conference in April next year, may not have received an 
immediate acknowledgement. The matter has now been resolved. All mails have been safely received and 
are now with the Organiser. He may now safely be contacted on conferences@sundialsoc.org.uk. BSS 
apologises for this delay. We hope you haven't been too inconvenienced by it.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 19 September 2012 13:24
Subject: Only three days to go now!! The BSS one day 'Newbury' meeting takes place this c...
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Only three days to go now!! The BSS one day 'Newbury' meeting takes place this coming Saturday, 22nd 
September 2012. It is open to all and will be held in The Sutton Hall, in the Village of Stockcross near 
Newbury. More information about the venue, the event and directions to it can be found at: 
http://bit.ly/Sutton2012.
Don't forget to bring a picnic lunch. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided however. We look forward to seeing 
you there.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 07 September 2012 17:59
Subject: Only two weeks to go! The BSS is holding its September one day 'Newbury' meetin...
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Only two weeks to go! The BSS is holding its September one day 'Newbury' meeting on Saturday, 22nd 
September 2012. It is open to all and will be held in The Sutton Hall, in the Village of Stockcross near 
Newbury. An entrance donation of £8 per person will be requested to cover light refreshments and hire of the 
hall. More information about the venue, the event and directions to it can be found at: http://bit.ly/Sutton2012. 
We are sorry that there is nothing currently on the Society Website. Set your SatNav to 51.414639 N, -
1.378045 W. Just bring a picnic lunch - tea, coffee and soft drinks will be provided. Venue open from 09:30. 
Event starts 11:00. Do come, bring something to show and talk about and have a great time.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 06 September 2012 11:34
Subject: The biennial BSS Photographic Competition is being run again this year. An entr...
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06/09/2012

The biennial BSS Photographic Competition is being run again this year. An entry form was issued with the 
September Bulletin. The competition is open to current Members of the Society and each entered photograph 
must be of a scene that includes a sundial and it should have a printed title. Entries need to be with the 
Organiser by 28th February 2013. Winners will be announced at next year's Annual Conference in Edinburgh. 
More details will be posted on the Society website and we shall issue a reminder (or two!) here as well.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 02 September 2012 07:27
Subject: A date for your diary: The 2013 Annual Conference of the British Sundial Society...
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02/09/2012

A date for your diary: The 2013 Annual Conference of the British Sundial Society will be held in the lovely city 
of Edinburgh from Friday to Sunday, 5th-7th April 2013. The venue will be the John McIntyre Conference 
Centre near Arthur's Seat. A walking tour of dials is planned for the Saturday afternoon and the Saturday 
evening Conference Dinner will be held just over a mile away in the University's beautiful Playfair Library. 
More news shortly.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 31 August 2012 08:27
Subject: As the Society gears up for its 2013 conference in April next year it is pleasin...
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31/08/2012

As the Society gears up for its 2013 conference in April next year it is pleasing to note that we have had 
nearly 1400 visitors to the special web page for this year's conference in Cheltenham. Take a look at 
www.bit.ly/bss2012 to see a retrospective of this most successful conference. See how delegates rated it, 
take a look at the programme, read abstracts of the papers given and the dials seen on the afternoon dial 
tour. We hope that you will enjoy reading about it but more than that we hope you will come to our 2013 
conference. Watch this space for more details.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 18 August 2012 12:41
Subject: BSS are holding their September one day 'Newbury' meeting on Saturday, 22nd Sept...
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19/08/2012

BSS are holding their September one day 'Newbury' meeting on Saturday, 22nd September 2012. It is open 
to all and will be held in The Sutton Hall, in the village of Stockcross near Newbury. There will be a small 
entrance charge to cover refreshments and hire of the hall. Set your SatNav to 51.414639N,-1.378045W. 
Please note: this venue is currently described on the BSS website as Sutton Village Hall. This is incorrect and 
there is no village called Sutton in the area. Make sure you aim for Stockcross village!



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 05 August 2012 11:48
Subject: Want to subscribe to the BSS Facebook RSS Feed? By doing so you can receive all...
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08/08/2012

Want to subscribe to the BSS Facebook RSS Feed? By doing so you can receive all new BSS Facebook 
announcements as they are released and usually able to be read in your email. Details on how to do this are 
on the independent BSS Resource Page at http://www.bit.ly/bssinfo



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 22 July 2012 17:13
Subject: Stolen dial recovered. A 22in-high bronze sundial made by Henry Moore as a model...
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23/07/2012

Stolen dial recovered.
A 22in-high bronze sundial made by Henry Moore as a model for a larger edition initially to be placed in front 
of The Times building in London, was taken from the grounds of The Henry Moore Foundation, near Much 
Hadham, Hertfordshire, overnight between July 10 and July 11. We are delighted to report that Hertfordshire 
police, acting on a tip off, recovered the dial on 22 July and have arrested three men suspected of being 
involved with the theft.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 03 July 2012 14:03
Subject: The website of our sister society in the United States www.sundials.org has suff...
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23/07/2012

The website of our sister society in the United States www.sundials.org has suffered a significant outage due 
to the severe thunderstorm that hit the Washington DC - Maryland - Virginia area on Friday, June 29th. The 
storm ranged from Ohio through West Virginia and into the metropolitan area of DC, Northern Virginia and 
Maryland. The website, hosted in Falls Church, VA was hard hit . Power outages have been predicted to run 
throughout the area until July 7th or even later. Please be patient for www.sundials.org to come back on line.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 19 May 2012 10:44
Subject: Regulars to the BSS web site at sundialsoc.org.uk may have noticed a few drop ou...
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23/07/2012

Regulars to the BSS web site at sundialsoc.org.uk may have noticed a few drop outs in service since the 
autumn of 2011. It is now reported that the company that has hosted the BSS web site for the past several 
years (AFMU) was sold to Arvixe, a Californian Company with an excellent reputation, on Wednesday 16th 
May 2012. It is hoped that there will now be no more serious drop outs after the transfer is completed.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 11 May 2012 07:45
Subject: The Society's conference web page which may be accessed from the Society's web s...
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23/07/2012

The Society's conference web page which may be accessed from the Society's web site or by going directly to 
" bit.lt/bss2012 " is now showing a review of the 2012 Conference with the full programme, abstracts of 
papers, many photographs from the event, details of the dial tour, an analysis of the completed questionnaires 
returned by delegates after the meeting and summaries of other aspects of the meeting and the AGM. 

Everyone without exception enjoyed the conference and appreciated the all in one venue
Every respondent thought that the conference was good to excellent value for money
All those staying at the hotel liked the accommodation
Delegates enjoyed the conference for its lectures, to meet other people, the venue, the dial tour and the 
auction
92% felt we should consider an hotel based conference again
88% wouldn't even change anything next time
65% of delegates had viewed this conference page and all but one had found it useful
About half (51%) of delegates felt the discussion forum should be repeated (see summary below)
Very few delegates recorded problems of any sort. In fact nearly 60% of delegates had no suggestions for 
improvement at all.
Thanks are due to all who came to make this such a successful event.
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Special Notice
Our hosting company is currently experiencing a problem with the server that hosts the sundialsoc.org.uk 
domain. Accordingly our main website is unavailable at the moment. Please do keep trying; we expect the 
issue to be resolved shortly. Our special conference web page is not affected however because it is on a 
different server. Whilst the problem persists, we shall place any important information on there. It may be 
found at www.bit.ly/bss2012 If you need to contact BSS on any matter whilst this problem continues please 
send your email to the Secretary at the email address that is given on that web page.
We are sure that you will realise that his problem is out of our control but we would nevertheless like to 
apologise for any inconvenience that this very downtime might have caused you. Thank you for your 
cooperation.
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Subject: The BSS Annual Conference finished at lunchtime on the 15th April. An exception...
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The BSS Annual Conference finished at lunchtime on the 15th April. An exceptional programme of 
presentations was enjoyed by 84 delegates at the very well appointed Cheltenham Chase Hotel. Prof John 
Heilbron gave a most interesting plenary lecture. Other events that took place over the weekend included a 
nine (and a bit!) dial tour in three Cotswold towns and a fun auction of sundial items and memorabilia. As 
always, the programme was tight and lectures started early each day. However no paper overran and all 
delegates judged the event to have been a great success. An analysis of all returned delegate questionnaires 
about individual views of the conference will be placed shortly on the Special Conference Web page at 
bit.ly/bss2012. Watch this space for more information!
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This notice is for residential delegates at the Cheltenham Chase Hotel. The hotel has requested that we 
inform all delegates that when you do check in, the receptionist will ask you whether you wish to charge any 
incidental expenses - like bar bills - to your room. If you do not wish to do so then you may pay in cash/credit 
card each time you incur any such expense. If however you would like to take advantage of being able to 
charge such incidental expenses to your room, then the hotel will need to obtain pre-authorisation on your 
credit card at a level of £50 per day of your stay when you arrive. Of course at this point this is not any form of 
actual payment or prepayment, it is simply a way to ensure that funding of such expenses to that level will be 
available when your bill is finally settled. Any pre-authorised amount remaining after your bill has been settled 
will of course be released on your departure.
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Subject: We can no longer accept bookings for the 2012 BSS Annual Conference. Thank you...
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We can no longer accept bookings for the 2012 BSS Annual Conference. Thank you to all who have 
registered to come. We expect some 84 delegates, so making this one of our more successful conferences. 

Present indications are that the weather in the Cotswolds will not be very summery so do bring suitable 
clothing. 
As of 11th April the forecast is cloudy with a 60% chance of precipitation and maximum temperatures of 
around 11 degrees C. However, if the sun does shine for us we can take comfort in the fact that the Equation 
of Time is close to zero for the period of the conference! More details on all of the above may be found on our 
special conference web page.
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Subject: The Joining instructions for the forthcoming conference have now been issued by...
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The Joining instructions for the forthcoming conference have now been issued by email to all registered 
delegates who have sent us an email address and by post to those who have not. A PDF copy may be 
downloaded from the special conference web page at bit.ly/bss2012.



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 18 March 2012 16:05
Subject: BSS has now published its preliminary programme for its Annual Conference which...
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BSS has now published its preliminary programme for its Annual Conference which will take place at the 
Cheltenham Chase Hotel in Brockworth Gloucestershire on the 13-15 April 2012. Go to our website and link 
to our special conference webpage to see more. Note however that this programme is preliminary at this 
stage and the order of papers may yet change.
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The BSS Annual Conference will take place over the weekend of April 13-15th 2012 at the Cheltenham 
Chase Hotel near Cheltenham. Book before 27th February 2012 to be sure of room availability. After that date 
bookings can only be accepted subject to the hotel having available space.

Delegates who have booked for the conference and who paid using our postdated cheque scheme (see 
below) are reminded that their cheques will be banked on or soon after the 27th February 2012

Authors who have already asked for assistance in the preparation of Powerpoint presentations should ensure 
that hand drafts of all required slides should be with the Conference Organiser by 29th February 2012. Visit 
our Special Conference Webpage for more details.
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We now have a full complement of offered papers for the 2012 BSS Weekend Meeting, April 13-15th at the 
Cheltenham Chase Hotel - more details about the programme soon. . Make sure that you don't miss this 
excellent opportunity to meet with other diallists and to listen to the very interesting talks. Bookings should be 
made by the 27th February if acceptance is to be guaranteed. We may be able to accept bookings after that 
date but each will have to be verified by the hotel. Time is running out!!



From: "The British Sundial Society"
Date: 01 January 2012 09:50
Subject: Why not visit the beautiful Cotswolds in April this year? The BSS Annual Confer...
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Why not visit the beautiful Cotswolds in April this year? The BSS Annual Conference takes place just outside 
Cheltenham over the weekend April 13-15th 2012. More information is at bit.ly/bss2012

The programme for the 2012 Conference is firming up. 
We are delighted that Professor John Heilbron will be our plenary lecture. John is Emeritus Professor of the 
History of Science and Vice-Chancellor Emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley and he will deliver 
the 2012 Andrew Somerville Memorial Lecture on “Traces of history at the Pope’s Gnomon”. John is the 
author of that excellent and scholarly work, The Sun in the Church: cathedrals as solar observatories.

Additionally Canadian diallist and secretary of the North American Sundial Society Roger Bailey, will present 
his paper on the Al Shatir dial at the Great Mosque in Damascus. This dial was built in 1371 and it still exists 
though is currently impossible to see. The dial is the oldest surviving sundial with a polar gnomon. It has two 
gnomons and five time systems for time from noon, sunrise, sunset, temporal hours, Moslem prayer times and
reference lines for prayer times at daybreak and nightfall.

Other significant papers include:
The Gaocheng Calendrical Observatory, China
Elliptical Sundials - General and Craticular
See Naples and Dial - an Italian Job 
Excavated Sundials, 
The Olympic Sundial

We have a limited number of slots for additional papers. Please let the Conference Organiser know if you 
have a paper you can present. His email address is conferences@sundialsoc.org.uk.

BSS Cheltenham Conference
www.ppowers.com
The 2012 Annual BSS Conference will be held at The Cheltenham Chase Hotel, roughly located south of the 
midpoint between Cheltenham and Gloucester, from Friday April 13th to Sunday April 15th 2012. Chosen 
after a majority of last year's delegates indicated that they p...
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We're back! Following a hosting server failure last week our web site has now been restored . We apologise 
for any inconvenience that these few days off line may have caused.
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Special Notice
Our hosting company is currently experiencing a serious problem with the server that hosts the 
sundialsoc.org.uk domain. Accordingly our main website is unavailable at the moment. Please do keep trying; 
we expect the issue to be resolved shortly. Our special conference web page is not affected however because 
it is on a different server. Whilst the problem persists, we shall place any important information on there. It 
may be found at www.bit.ly/bss2012 If you need to contact BSS on any matter whilst this problem continues 
please send your email to the email address that is given on that web page.
We are sure that you will realise that his problem is out of our control but we would nevertheless like to 
apologise for any inconvenience that this very rare downtime might have caused you. Thank you for your 
cooperation.

bitly | shorten, share and track your links
bitly.com
bitly, shorten, share and track your links
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Auction 2012
The Council of the BSS is delighted to confirm that next year's Annual Conference will include a Fun Auction 
of a limited number of sundial related objects. This will take place after the Saturday dinner and will be 
conducted by President Chris Daniel with proceeds going to the Society. Anyone having items that they are 
willing to donate to the auction is asked to email the conference organiser on 
conferences@sundialsoc.org.uk.
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If you have a Twitter account, you can export your Facebook page updates to Twitter. (This message 
correctly line wrapped to display both lines)



From: "The British Sundial Society"
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Subject: Call for Papers! The Council is now seeking submissions of abstracts of papers i...
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Call for Papers!
The Council is now seeking submissions of abstracts of papers intended for oral presentation at the BSS 
2012 Cheltenham Conference. Papers with delivery times in the range 15-45 minutes can be accepted for 
presentation and we already have a few titles submitted. More information about presenting a paper is 
provided on the reverse of the Conference Booking Form and on our special conference web page - see link 
from our web site under conferences. 

Poster papers may be accommodated as a part of the display; please contact the conference organiser if you 
might be interested in that. All submissions should be accompanied by the intended title and a short initial 
abstract (you may later update either or both of these), the final versions of which will be used in the 
programme given to attending delegates. All requests to give presentations should be sent to the 2012 
Conference Organiser (Patrick Powers, conferences@sundialsoc.org.uk) and will be acknowledged by email 
unless otherwise requested.


