
The BSS-SOTI Sundial Trail Competition
 

The combined BSS & SOTI Sundial Trail Competition was run again in 2011 and judges were duly appointed to comment on the entries.

Three trails have been submitted by the deadline of 31st January. They may be accessed on the SOTI website at http://www.sundials.co.uk/competition.htm
The two winning entries will be announced at the end of the 2011 Conference Dinner on the 14th April 2012.
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Conference Organisation

The Council first implemented the idea of a follow-up conference questionnaire at our Exeter Meeting in 2010.  That first poll gave a strong (86%) backing for trying to find an all under one roof venue  and the Wyboston Conference of 2011 was our first such meeting.  It was considered a particular success. 
100% of the replies received from the Wyboston questionnaire indicated that delegates had found it enjoyable, 100% also liked the accommodation, 93 % rated its ‘value for money’ as Good to Excellent, and 88% of delegates thought we should continue the use of such venues. This year’s choice of the Cheltenham Chase Hotel in the Cotswolds is the outcome of that and with its special conference suite it promises to maintain or even better that Wyboston standard.  I would very much like to receive input from this year’s delegates about their perception of this latest conference.
Again this year, we have continued to place particular emphasis on giving more advance information about the arrangements by running a special conference web page and trying to improve the organisation of presentations by having them submitted to the conference organiser in advance of the meeting.  Another first for this year has been the introduction of facilities for payment by PayPal.
This year we have once again been fortunate in securing talks by many of the Society’s most accomplished speakers.  In addition we have been able to add presentations by Roger Bailey, by our own Chairman Frank King and for our Andrew Somerville Memorial Lecture, by Prof John Heilbron,  Emeritus Professor of the History of Science and Vice-Chancellor Emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley.
This year too we are to have an auction of sundial related material.  We are particularly fortunate in having the ‘old team’ of Chris Daniel as Auctioneer and David Young as Auction Manager, back in action. As usual all proceeds go to the society without any deductions.
This Cheltenham Conference is the last BSS Conference to be organised by me; Chris Lusby Taylor is picking up the baton for 2013.  I would like to say a big thank you to all who have helped me with ideas and assistance over these past three conferences and with a very wide variety of other council matters over my 15 years on the Council.
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