FIXED DIAL REGISTER
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One of the most important events of 2000 has been the success of the Third Edition of the Fixed Dial Register which went on sale at the 2000 Conference and quickly sold out.  Since then a 25% reprint has sold out as well. A further reprint may be commissioned if enough interest is expressed at this year’s conference.

As may be seen in the chart below the level of submission of dial sightings by recorders over the past few years is being maintained. Whilst appearing to have fallen slightly in comparison with 1999, the number of sightings in the most recent completed year always shows a decrease since at this time of year there are always records to be entered for dial sightings made by recorders in the previous year.  

Last year I reported on the proposed millennium project being undertaken by the Northamptonshire WI to locate all the sundials in that county.  This proved to be a great success and the Society has been presented with two large binders containing forms and photographs for 262 dials, many of which were unknown to us before.  One lady also presented us with a record book of dials that had been offered for sale in the County in the early part of the last century. When entered, all these records will certainly enhance the above graph for the year 2000.

The Register currently has over 4100 dials recorded by nearly 5500 reports.  There is an unusually large backlog of forms even setting aside the large influx from Northamptonshire.  This level of interest is very gratifying but it does mean that the next edition of the printed Register will certainly extend to two volumes and consideration is being given to ways in which the Society might also be able to issue the Register via CDROM in PC and Macintosh readable form.  Trials are expected to be started soon.

In the past year the pages on the Society’s web site that are devoted to the Register have been updated and extended and it is hoped to be able to continue this in the coming period.  In particular errors, omissions, duplications and other errata found by Members in the Third Edition of the printed Register are reported there.

Dial recording by our Membership has now been carried on for many years and although we have an impressive list of known dials in the British Isles we have also reached the point where nearly 950 dials have not been ‘seen’ by one of our recorders for over ten years!  A printed listing of these rarely seen dials is available for perusal at the 2001 Conference and it would be appreciated if Members could send in reports for any that may be near them.

Finally can I say that the information in the Register is available to all Members not just those who do such a stalwart job of recording them?  Please get in touch if I can be of assistance in answering any query you may have or if you wish to record a dial and have not done so before.
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