FIXED DIAL REGISTER











Work on reducing the large backlog of entries for the Register has continued during the year despite a few difficulties with the Society’s PC.





In the year, the backup arrangements for the data held on the database have been upgraded and now a copy of all data is automatically made daily and held on a totally separate hard drive.  This is in addition to the continuing practice of maintaining normal backups on CDROM and of course the back-stop practice of maintaining six monthly backups which are held off site.





A small change to the recording policy has been agreed by the Council.  This will permit individual collections of dial information, for example such as may from time to time be bequeathed to the Society, to be recorded in the Register without the necessity for the collection to be physically broken up and distributed within the main body of the archives.





The Register is a form-based archive which uses a database to record the salient details of dials and because of this, recording forms and photographs cannot currently be accepted by e-mail or other electronic means.  Nonetheless and in the light of the continuing improvement in digital photography and digital data processing, consideration is currently being given to ways in which we may be able to accept such information in the future.





The printed edition of the 2000 Register is now out of print but a new edition is currently being planned for 2004. Because of the much increased numbers of entries and photographs that this new edition will have, the exact format has not yet been decided.





A second edition of the out of print Bulletins CDROM has been issued in the year after one more printed edition of the Bulletin went out of print.  Having these out of print editions on CDROM means that all issues of the Society’s Bulletin are always available to all Members.





A fifty percent reduction has been achieved in the past year in the number of dials on the database which have no recorded map location.  This greatly enhances the value of the Register and of course this will be reflected in the forthcoming new edition.





Work has continued on the development of a sister database for use in Mass Dial recording.  It is hoped to be able to have this operational shortly.


 


Finally can I repeat what I say every year, that the information in the Register is available to all Members not just those who do a stalwart job of recording them?  Please do get in touch if I can be of assistance in answering any query you may have or if you wish to record a dial and have not done so before.





Patrick Powers - April 2003


P. Powers 11.4.03











