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A MASS DIAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Compiled by Peter R Hamilton-Leggett 
Member of the British Sundial Society (BSS) 

April 1997 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
The bibliography is divided into six parts: 
 
a) Books, booklets and pamphlets 
b) Articles 
c) Newspaper Correspondence 
d) Foreign references 
e) Other material of background use 
f) Manuscript sources 
 
An entry appearing with an asterisk viz:- 
* Drinkwater, A, A History & Explanation of Scratch Dials, Surrey Mirror, 23rd June 
1933 signifies that I have not seen the item and it is not in my reference collection. 
 
 
a) BOOKS, BOOKLETS and LEAFLETS 
 
 

• Brown, Baldwin, 1921, The Arts in Early England, London 5 volumes 
(Kirkdale Dial Vol 1 pp 356-360; The Bewcastle Sundial Vol 5 pp 171-175) 

• Botzum, R & C, 1988, Scratch Dials, Sundials, and Unusual Marks on 
Herefordshire Churches, Privately published by authors, Lucton, Herts, (49 
pp) 

• Cole, T.W., 1934, Scratch Dials on Churches - Interim list (10 pp pamphlet) 
• Cole, T.W., 1938, Scratch Dials and Medieval Church Sundials: History and 

Relation to Scientific Sundials, Saxmundham (8 pp pamphlet) 
• Cole, T.W., 1935, Origin and Use of Church Scratch Dials [Appendix lists over 

1,300 dials]. Published by Author, Wimbledon (16 pp pamphlet) 
• Cole, T.W., no date (late 1930s). Classification of Church Scratch Dials, 

Published by Author, Wimbledon (8 pp pamphlet) 
• Cole, T.W., 1945, Scratch Dials (or Medieval Sundials): Supplementary to the 

List in "Origin and Use of Church Scratch Dials", Saxmundham (4 pp Roneo’d 
pamphlet) 

• Cox, Rev J.C., 1910, Churches of Norfolk, London (Appendix pp 227-236, 
"Dial markings on Norfolk Churches") 

• Cross, L. 1914, The Book of Old Sundials and Their Mottoes, London 
(illustrates three Scratch dials facing pp 16, 34, and 58) 

• Daniel, Christopher St J.H., 1986, Sundials [Shire Album No 176], Shire 
Publications, Princes Risborough, 

• Ditchfield, P.H., 1914, The Village Church, London: Methuen & Co (pp 85-88 
on Scratch Dials) 

• Gatty, Mrs Alfred, 1872, 1st ed. The Book of Sundials, London [includes 
history & some Saxon dials] 
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• Gatty, Mrs Alfred, 1889, 2nd ed. The Book of Sundials, London. [Includes 
history & some Saxon dials] 

• Gatty, Mrs Alfred, 1890, 3rd ed. The Book of Sundials, London. [This edition 
includes "Further Notes on Remarkable Sun-dials pp 186-426 and 
"Introduction to Addenda" pp 480-487] 

• Green, Arthur Robert, 1926, Sundials: Incised dials or mass-clocks, SPCK, 
London. Reprinted 1978 

•  Horne, Dom Ethelbert, 1917, Primitive Sundials or Scratch Dials ~ containing 
a list of those in Somerset, London 

•  Horne, Dom Ethelbert, 1929, Scratch Dials: Their Description and History, 
London 

• * Jones, C.W. (ed), 1943, Bedae: Opera de Temporibus, Medieval Academy 
of America, Cambridge, Mass) 

•  * Price, L.M., 1991, Scratch Dials (Axbridge and Long Ashton Districts of 
North Somerset), Privately published by author, 94pp with 32 sepia 
photographs 

• Simeon, Hugh B., c1930, The Mass-Clocks on Edburton Church, leaflet 2nd 
ed 
 

 
 
 
b) ARTICLES 
 

NOTE: Several of the articles below can also be found as offprints and leaflets 
 

• ???, Some Curiosities & Interesting Features of Surrey Ecclesiology, Surrey 
 Archaeological Collection, Vol XV, 1900, pp 74-79 for dials 
• ???, re Dial on Stoke D'Abernon Church, Surrey, Surrey Archaeological 

Collection, Vol XX, 1907, pp 16-17 for dial 
• ???, Low Side Windows and Mass-Clocks, Hampshire Field Club, Vol 10, 

1930, pp144-146 
• ???, Saxon Time Measurement, Nature 144, 1939, pp 23 8-239 
• Aked, C.K., The Bewcastle Cross, Antiqn Horology, 8 (5), 1973 pp 497-505 
• Aked, C.K., The Sundial of Bewcastle Cross, Clocks, 9 (2), Aug 1986, pp 21-

25 
• Aked, C.K., Whilst time stood still ..... centuries passed (Kirkdale dial). Clocks 

10 (6),1987, pp 37-41 
• Aked, C.K., Treasures of the Church by T.W. Cole, BSS Bull 91.3, 1991, pp 

5-12 
• Aked, C.K., Destruction by Decay (Bewcastle Cross), BSS Bull 93.3, Oct 

1993, pp32-34 
• Aked, Charles K., Bewcastle Cross part 1, BSS Bull 95.1, Feb 1995, pp 2-8 
• Aked, Charles K., Bewcastle Cross part 2, BSS Bull 95.2, June 1995, pp10-

17 
• Aked, Charles K., The Sundial of St Gregory's Minster (Kirkdale Cross etc), 

BSS Bull 96.3, October 1966, pp 6-12 
• Allen, J. Romilly, Notes on the Antiquities of Co Kerry (Dial at Kilmalkedar 

Church), Journal Royal Society Antiquaries of Ireland, Vol 22, 1892, p 265 
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• Anon, Sundials (Scratch Dials), The Antiquary, Vol XXXV, 1900, p 361 
• Anon, A 13th century Sundial [re West Clandon Church], The Guardian, 9th 

August 1912 
• Anon, The Bishopstone Saxon Dial, Sussex Notes & Queries, Vol 2, 1928-9, 

p 126 
• Anon, Early English Sundials: The Need for Their Protection, The Guardian, 

11th Sept 1931 
• Anon, Little Bookham Parish Church: An Ancient Scratch or Mass Dial, 

Surrey Mirror and County Post, 23rd June 1933 
• Anon, Scratch Dials list sent by H.C. Hobbs , East Herts Arch Soc Trans, Vol 

9, 1934-6, pp 80-82 and 233-234 
• Anon, Medieval Sundials, Trans North Staffs Field Club, Vol 67, 1932-3, pp 

127-128 
• Anon, Scratch Dials, Trans North Staffs Field Club, Vol 69, 1934-5, pp 76-77 
• Anon, Preshute Dial [Nr Marlborough, Wilts], Wilts Archaeol Mag, Vol 50, 

1943, p 288 
• Andrews, William, On Cup and Circle Marks on Church Walls in Warwickshire 

and Neighbourhood, Proc Warwickshire Naturalists' and Arch Field Club, 
1888, pp 1-10 

• Andrews, William, Cup and Circle Markings on Church Walls in Warwickshire 
and the Neighbourhood, Archaeological Journal, Vol XLVI, 1889, pp 156-158 

•  * Andrews, Some Worcestershire Dials, date and source unknown 
• Arnold, F.H., Sussex Sundials, Sussex Arch Collection, Vol XXXIX, 1894, p 

227 
• Ball, Thomas, Sun-dials at Escombe (Read 1930), Society of Antiquaries of 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Vol 4 (ser IV), pp 247-250 + plate XIV 
• Barnes, P.E., The Mystery of Scratch Dials, Bristol Evening World, May 18th, 

1934 
• Barnet & District Record Soc: Mentions dials 1933 or 1934? 
• Barrett, Frederick, Scratch Dials in East Sussex, Sussex Archaeological Coll, 

Vol 100, 1962, pp 153-155 
• Barrow, Richard, Illus of Scratch Dial on Littleham Church, Devon & Cornwall 

Notes and Queries,Vol 13, 1914-15 (plate facing p 166) 
• Batterham, J.W., Scratch Dial at Northiam Church, Sussex Notes and 

Queries, Vol 1, 1926-7, p 22 
• * Bede, Libellus de Mensura Horologii (A method of constructing a dial on 

stone) SEE under Jones, C.W., 1943. 
• Bilson, John, Weaverthorpe Church and its Builder, Archaeologia, Vol 72, 

1922 [The dial is discussed on pp 55, 57-59] 
• Brutton, P.F.F., Scratch Dials Problem, Country Life, 22 March 1956, p 555 
• Bunce, Gerald E., Sun Dials or Mass Markers on Old English Churches, The 
 Architectural Association Journal, Vol 38 Sept 1922, pp 63-64 
• Calverley, W.S., Some Ancient Dials in the Diocese of Carlisle, Cumberland & 
 Westmorland Archaeological Soc, New Ser Vol XV, 1886, pp 220-224 
• Carter, C.S., Mass-dials of South-East Holland, a note. Report Assoc 

Architect Soc, Vol 40 (pt1), 1930, pp 31-32 
• Chancellor, E.G., Scratch Dials in Dorset, Dorset Nat Hist & Arch Soc, Vol 

LXI, 1939, pp 79-85 
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• Clayton, N.A., Worcestershire Scratch Dials and Clocks [re dials found at 
Hanbury, Astley and Alvechurch, Worc Arch Soc, Vol 28, 1951?, p 65 

• Cole, T.W., Wessex Sundials: County Inventories of Scratch Dials, Western 
Gazette, date unknown 

• Cole, T.W., Scratch Dials in Somerset: Valuable Work done by Dom E. 
Horne, Evening Post, 1st Feb 1933 

• Cole, T.W., Mass-Clocks in the Diocese of Worcester, Worcester Diocesan 
Gazette, 1933, pp 23-27 + plates 

• Cole, T.W., A Primitive Method of Marking Time: Scratch Sundials in the West 
Midlands: Unknown newspaper, 25th Sept 1934 

• * Cole, T.W., Behaviour of Medieval Sundials, 1935, source unknown 
• Cole, T.W., Medieval Church Sundials, Proceedings Suffolk Inst. of 

Archaeology & Nat Hist, Vol XXIII, 1939, pp 148-154 
• Cole, T.W., Church Sundials in Medieval England (Reginald Taylor Prize 

Essay 1945), Journal British Archaeological Assoc, 3rd Series Vol 10, pp77-
80 + Plates XXI-XXIII 

• Collingwood, W.G., Anglian and Anglo-Danish Sculpture, Yorkshire Arch. 
Journal, Vol XIX, 1907, [Mention & illus of Great Edstone p 329; Old Byland p 
379; Kirkdale p 344] 

• Collingwood, W.G., Anglian and Anglo-Danish Sculpture, Yorkshire Arch. 
Journal, Vol XXI, 1911, [Mention & illus of Aldborough p 256-8; Lonsborough 
p?; Weaverthorpe pp 275-6] 

• Coltart, J.S., Scratch Dials, Norfolk Archaeology, Vol 25, 1933-5, pp 452-453 
• Corbett, Mrs, Mass or Scratch Dials, Caradoc & Severn Valley Field Club, Vol 

10, 1932, pp 12-16 
• (Corbett, Mrs), Cardoc Field Club Mrs Corbett's Paper : Mass Dials or Scratch 

Dials, Shrewsbury Chronicle, 15 March 1935 
•  Cresswell, Beatrix F., Scratch Dials on Devon Churches, Devon & Cornwall 

Notes and Queries, Vol 17, 1932-33, pp 325-326 
•  Cross, Rev Arthur, Time-dials in the Deanery of Depwade, Norfolk 

Archaeology, Vol 18, 1914, pp 204-210 
• Crowley, Jeanie, Sundials in North Devon [includes a few mass Dials], Trans 

Devon Assoc, Vol 89, 1957, pp 175-191 
• Crowley, Jeanie, Sundials in South Devon, [includes a few Mass Dials], Trans 

Devon Assoc, Vol 93, 1961, pp 266-284 
• Crowley, Mrs J., Cornish Sundials, Cornish Archaeology No 2, 1963, pp 34-

46 (p 35 mentions three Scratch dials) 
• Cuming, H. Syer, On Sun-Dials, Journal of British Arch Assoc, Vol XXIX, 

1873, pp 279-288 
• Davis, John R. In Arthur Mee's Footsteps [inc some mass dials], BSS Bull 

97.2, Apr 1997, pp 40-44 
• Davy, Wiltshire Dials [a note on three], Wiltshire Arch Magazine, Vol 48, p 

196 
• Dobbie, J.L., Scratch Dials: An Explanation, The Local Historian, Vol 17 (No 

8), 1987, pp 465-474 
• Dobson, Mrs Dina Portway, Scratch Dials in Gloucestershire, Bristol & Glos 

Arch Soc, Vol 50, 1928, pp 333-356 
• Dobson, Mrs Dina Portway, Scratch Dials, Gloucestershire, Bristol & Glos 

Arch Soc, Vol 63,1942, pp 249-250 
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• (Drinkwater, Rev Arthur L.), Ancient Scratch Dial at Little Bookham Church, 
Surrey Archaeological Collection, Vol XLI, 1933, p 122 + plate XI 

• * Drinkwater, A, A History & Explanation of Scratch Dials, Surrey Mirror, 23rd 
June 1933 

• Dryden, Sir H.E.L., Squints and Dials, Associated Architectural Societies 
Reports & Proceedings, Vol XXIII, 1897, pp 354-364 

• Dryden, Sir Henry, Dials on the Church of Covenham St Mary, near Louth, 
Reports and Papers of the Architectural Societies, Vol 24 (pt 1), 1898, pp 
175-176 

• Dymock, R.G.V., Scratch Dials on Wiltshire Churches, Wiltshire 
Archaeological & Natural History Magazine, Vol XLV, 1932, pp 291-299 

• Dymock, R.G.V., Scratch Dials on Wiltshire Churches: Addenda, Wiltshire 
 Archaeological & Natural History Magazine, Vol XLV, 1932, pp 533-534 
• Dymock, R.G.V., Various brief notes on Wiltshire Scratch dials are to be 

found in the following volumes: 
Wiltshire Arch & Natural Hist Mag, Vol 49, 1940, p 115 & p 484 
Wiltshire Arch & Natural Hist Mag, Vol 50, 1941, p 99 & p 195 
Wiltshire Arch & Natural Hist Mag, Vol 51, 1942, p 470 

• Dymock, R.G.V., Preshute Church Dial, Wiltshire Archaeological Magazine, 
Vol 50,1943, p 288 

•  Editor, On a Portion of an Early Dial Bearing Runes, Recently Found 
[Skelton, Cleveland], The Reliquary, Vol 6, 1892, pp 65-67 + plate III 

•  Editor, re recording Devon Scratch Dials, Devon & Cornwall Notes and 
Queries, Vol 17,1932-33, pp 241-242 

• J.T.F., XXII Early Dials, Yorkshire Arch Journal, Vol 9, p 254 
• J.T.F., XXVI Early Dials, Yorkshire Arch Journal, Vol 9, p 397 
• Fawcett, Edward, Scratch Dials at Slimbridge, Gloucestershire, & Glos Arch 

Soc, Vol 61, 1939, pp 323-3 
• Fearon, J.H., Primitive Sundials or Mass Clocks, Cake and Cockhorse (Mag 

of Banbury Hist Soc), Vol 4 No 1, 1968, pp 3-10 
• Figg, William, Note on dial on Bishopstone Church, Sussex, Archaeological 

Journal, Vol XII, 1854, pp 60-61 
• Figg, William, Drawing of the Dial at Bishopstone Church, Sussex, Sussex 

Arch Coll, Vol 8, 1856, p 322 
• Findlay, Sir John R., The Construction and Use of Wheel Dials, The 

Antiquaries Journal, Vol VII, No 2, 1927, pp 134-138 
• * Findlay, J.R., Obsolete Methods of Reckoning Time, Scot Geogr Mag 43, 

1927, pp 129-135 
• Fisher, F.N., Derbyshire Scratch Dials, Journal Derbyshire Arch & Nat Hist 

Soc, No LVI (New Ser Vol IX), 1935, pp 31-43 
• (Fisher, F.N.), Scratch Dial at Brailsford, Journal Derbyshire Arch & Nat Hist 

Soc, No 67 (New Ser Vol XX), p 120 
• Flaunden, T.B.S., : A Medieval Sundial, East Herts Archaeological Soc Trans, 

Vol VIII (pt 2), 1930-31, p 254 
• Fryer, Alfred C., Sundials, The Antiquary, Vol 44, 1908, pp134-136 
• Gaye, Leo L. and Arthur Galpin, Saxon Sun-Dials, masons' marks and 

Consecration Crosses, Knowledge, April 1912, pp 127-132 
• Gibson, Manby A., Mass Dials on Cheshire Churches, Transactions of Lancs 

& Cheshire Antiq Soc, Vol 47, pp 178-181 
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• Green, A.R., The Anglo-Saxon Sundial at Pirton, Worcs, Worcester Arch Soc, 
Vol 9, 1932, pp 25-26 

• Green, Arthur Robert, Anglo-Saxon Sundials, Antiquaries Journal, Vol 8, No 
4, 1928, pp 489-517 

• Green, Arthur R., Medieval Sundials or Mass Clocks on Hampshire Churches, 
Portsmouth Diocesan Quarterly, January 1932, pp 133-138 

• Green, Arthur R., Medieval Sundials or Mass Clocks, Portsmouth Diocesan 
Quarterly, April 1932, p 155 

• Green, Arthur, R., Early Sundials: Roman, and Anglo-Saxon, and Mass-
Clocks, St Paul's Ecclesiology Society, Vol 10 (pt 2), 1933, pp 88-99 

• Green, A.R., Incised Dials, Scratch Dials or Mass-Clocks on the Walls of 
Hampshire Churches, Papers & Proceedings Hampshire Field Club & Arch 
Soc, Vol XV (pt 3), 1943, pp 269-273 

• Haigh, Daniel Henry, Church Notes, Taken in the Neighbourhood of 
Winchester, Trans British Archaeological Assoc for 1845, pp 407-414 

• Haigh, Daniel Henry, The Saxon Cross at Bewcastle (re Dial), Archaeologia 
Aeliana, pt 3 Nov 1856, pp 177-179 

• Haigh, Daniel Henry, Yorkshire Dials, Trans Yorkshire Arch & Topo Soc, Vol 
5, 1879, pp 134-222 

• Harper, Holland C., Scratch Dials or Mass Clocks: Time Recording in Past 
Days, The Times, 5th April 1929 

• Harris, Rev H.A., A List of Scratch Dials on Suffolk Churches, Proc Suffolk 
Inst of Arch & Nat Hist, Vol XXIII, 1939, pp 35-41 

• Heape, R, Old Sundials in or Near the Ancient Parish of Rochdale, Rochdale 
Lit & Sci Soc, Vol 14, 1919?, p ? 

• Henslow, T. Geoffrey W., The Garden Sundial, My Garden Illustrated, 
January 1915, pp 23-25 

• Hewson, George J., Ancient Irish Sundials, Journal Royal Society Antiquaries 
of Ireland, Vol 22, 1892, pp 438-439 

• * Higgins, E, The Classification of Sundials, Annls Science 9, 1953, pp 342-
358? 

•  Horne, The Rev Ethelbert, Somerset Scratch Dials: Part I, Proc Somerset 
Arch & Nat Hist Soc, Vol LIX (pt 2), 1914, pp 25-44 

•  Horne, The Rev Ethelbert, Somerset Scratch Dials: Part II, Proc Somerset 
Arch & Nat Hist Soc, Vol LXII (pt 2), 1917, pp 116-144 

•  Horne, The Rev Ethelbert, Somerset Scratch Dials: Part III, Proc Somerset 
Arch & Nat Hist Soc, Vol LXIII (pt 2), 1918, pp 63-88 

• (Horne, Dom E.), Somerset Scratch Dials (lecture resumé), Clifton Society, 
22nd Jan 1914 

• (Horne, Dom E.), Somerset Scratch Dials (lecture resumé). Wells Nat Hist & 
Arch Soc,1914, pp 13-15 

•  Horne, Dom E., Scratch Dials in the Bath District, Proc Bath Branch 
Somerset Arch Soc, Feb 1914, pp 39-43 

•  Horne, Dom E., Scratch Dials, Trans London and Middlesex Archaeological 
Soc, Vol 10 (pt 2), pp 160-4 

•  Horne, Dom E, Scratch Dials Facing West, Somerset & Dorset Notes & 
Queries, Vol 16, pp 16-17 

•  Horne, Dom Ethelbert, Scratch Dials, Birmingham Archaeology Soc, Vol 51, 
pp 2-9 
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• (Horne, Dom Ethelbert), Review of his book on Scratch Dials, unknown 
newspaper, 18th Oct 1929 

• (Horne, Dom Ethelbert), Review of his book on Scratch Dials by W.G. C-M., 
The Antiquaries Journal, April 1931, p 184 

• * Horne, Dom Ethelbert, Scratch Dials, London Arch Sty, 1951, pp? 
• (Horne, Dom Ethelbert), Obituary Notice by H. St. G.G., Proc Somerset Arch 

& Nat Hist Soc, Vol CVII, 1953, pp 193-194 
• Hughes, H. Harold, An Ancient Sun-dial at Clynnog, Archaeologia 

Cambrensis, Vol 86, 1931, pp 181-183 
• * Invicta Magazine, Vol 1 p309 something on a curious Dial at Lloegryn 
• Johnston, Philip Mainwaring, The Low Sides Windows of Sussex Churches, 

Sussex Archaeological Collections, Vol 41, (mentions & illus a dial on 
Botolph's Church, pp 175-176) 

• Johnston, Philip Mainwaring, The Low Sides Windows of Sussex Churches, 
Sussex Archaeological Collections, Vol 42, (mentions & illus a dial at 
Coombes, Edburton, etc, pp 124-129) 

• Kingsford, Rev Hamilton see below under Wilson, Canon 
• Laviolette, Jean G. (translated by C.K. Aked), From Clock of Solomon to the 

Canonical or Scratch Dial, Clocks, 8, 1985, pp 23-28 
• Loraine, Gordon, Medieval Scratch Dials, Popular Archaeology, May 1983, pp 

34-38  
• Lower, Mark Anthony, Sundial at Bishopstone Church, Sussex, The 

Gentlemen's Magazine, Vol XIV, Nov 1840, p 496 
• Lowne, C.M., An Analysis of Some Mass Dials of Sussex and Kent, BSS Bull 

97.2, Apr 1997, pp 11-16 
• Macalister, R.A.S., the Cross-inscribed "Holed Stone" at Mainistir Chiarain, 

Aran Island, Journal Royal Society Antiquaries of Ireland, Vol 52, 1922, p 177 
• Marshall, George, Some Observations on Scratch or Mass Dials, Woolhope 

Naturalists Field Club, Vol XXXI, 1942-4, pp 1-6 
• Micklethwaite, [Mentions dial at Knook Church, Wiltshire], Arch Journal, Vol 

XLIV, 1887, p 429 
• * Mills, Allen A, Seasonal hour Sundials for the British Isles, BSS Bull , 1990, 

pp ?? 
• * Mills, Allen A, Seasonal hour Sundials, Antiqn Horology, 1990, pp ?? 
• * Mills, Allen A, Seasonal hour Sundials, Antiqn Horology, 1991, pp?? 
• * Mills, Allen A., The Scratch Dial and its Function, BSS Bull 92.3, Oct 1992, 

pp 5-7 
• * Mills, Allen A, Seasonal hour Sundials on Vertical and Horizontal Planes, 

Annals of Science Vol 50, 1993, pp ?? 
• Nichols, R.A. and C.M. Lowne, Two Unusual Mass dials in Dorset, BSS Bull 

96.1 Feb1996, pp 12-15 and 27 
• Nielsen, Axel V., A Sundial from About 1200 A.D. (Vesterig, Jutland), 

Centaurus Vol 12 No 4, 1968, pp 303-307 
• Noyer, Ge. V. Du, Uncertain Stone Implement Explained, Archaeologia 

Cambrensis, 3rd ser. Vol XV, 1869, pp 87-88 (see J.W.) 
• Okasha, E., Notes on Some Anglo-Saxon Architectural Sculpture, Journal 

British Archaeological Assoc, Vol XXXII, 1969, pp 26-29 
• O'Melia, Rev Frederick, Discovery of Saxon Sun Dial on the South Porch of 

North Stoke Church, Proc Somerset Arch Soc, Vol 34, 1888, pp 127-129 
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• * Page, R.I., The Bewcastle Cross, Nottingham Mediaeval Studies, Vol iv, 
1960, pp 36-57 

• * Palmer, J & M, Northants Scratch Dials, 1985, source unknown 
• Pape, T., Primitive Sundials in North Staffordshire, North Staffs Field Club, 

Vol LIX, 1924-5, pp 89-93 
• * Penfold, Dr John B., Letter re Bewcastle Cross, Antiqn Horology, 8 (6), 

1974, p 648 
• Percival, S.E., Merriott Scratch Dial, Somerset & Dorset Notes & Queries, Vol 

15, pp 273-5 
• Phillips, E Masson, Supplementary Notes on Ancient Crosses of Devon (Third 

Paper) [includes illus & mention of a Mass-dial on cross in St Nicholas Priory 
Exeter p 264 + plate 27], Trans Devon Assoc, Vol 75, 1943, pp 259-266 + 
plates 

• Pool. E.H.L., Scratch Dials at All Saints' Church, Martin, Hampshire Field 
Club & Arch Soc, Vol 16 (pt 3), 1944-7, pp 284-286 

• Poynter, Ambrose, (communication re dial at Dover Museum), Archaeological 
Journal, Vol 21, 1864, pp 261-263 

• Rowe, Churches of Lastingham and Kirkdale, Associated Architectural Soc 
Reports & Papers, Vol 12, 1873 (Dials at Kirkdale, Edstone, and Locking pp 
208-210) 

• Ruddy, Rev H.E., The Mass-dials of North-east Lindsey, Lincolnshire 
Architectural report for 1928 

• Ruddy, Rev H.E., The Mass-dials of North-east Lindsey, Report Assoc 
Architect Soc, Vol 39, 1928, pp 63-79 (identical to above report) 

• Salmon, E.F., Primitive Sundials on West Sussex Churches, Sussex Notes 
and Queries, Vol V (No 1), Feb 1934, pp 19-21 

• Scarth, Rev Preb., On Ancient Methods of Measuring Time and the use of the 
Ring Dial prior to the Invention of Watches, Bath Nat History & Ant Field Club, 
Vol 5, 1885, pp 202-212 

• Schaldach, Karlheinz, Readers Letters: Bewcastle Cross, BSS Bull, 95.3, Oct 
1995, p 47 and p 34 

• Schaldach, Karlheinz,Vertical Dials of the 5-15th Centuries (Continental 
dials), BSS Bull, 96.3, Oct 1996, pp 32-38 

•  Scott, David, Readers Letters: Anglo-Saxon Sundials, BSS Bull 96.1, Feb 
1996, pp 45-6 

• Sewell, J.W.S., Scratch Dials, Suffolk Inst. of Archaeology & Nat His, Vol 
XXII, 1939, pp 116-127 

• Sheppard, Lewis, The Ancient Sundial at Churchill-in-Oswaldstow, near 
Worcester, Associated Architectural Soc, Vol 30, 1910, pp 163-166 

• Stanier, Margaret, Mass Dials - In the Vale of the White Horse, BSS Bull 97.2, 
1997, p10 

• Stebbing, W.P.D., A Medieval Dial from Sandwich, Antiquaries Journal, Vol 
17, pp 319-320 

• Sullivan, Rev Ponsonby, Scratch Dials in Gloucestershire, Bristol & Glos Arch 
Soc, Vol XLVI, 1924, pp 169-185+1 plate 

• Sumner, Sir John and T.W. Cole, Worcestershire Scratch Dials, 
Worcestershire Arch Soc, Vol 9, 1932, pp 21-24 

• Syers, The Rev Canon, Barnack Church, Journal Brit Arch Assoc, New Ser, 
Vol 5, 1899 [Dial mentioned & illus p 15 & fig 2] 
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• * Ta' Bois, Anglo-Saxon Sundials, Clocks 9 (5), 1986, p 46 
• * Ta' Bois, Searching for Scratch Dials, Clocks, 9 (7), 1987, pp 42 
• * Ta' Bois, Canonical and Transitional Scratch Dials, Clocks 9 (8), 1987, pp 

42? 
• Taylor, H.M. and Joan Taylor, Pre-Norman England: Section 3 Sundials, 

British Arch Assoc, Vol XXIX, 1966, pp 18-25 
• Taylor, R.V., Yorkshire Dials (mainly Scratch dials), Old Yorkshire – 

Celebrated Yorkshire Dials, Original Ser.1, c 1896, pp 144-155 
• * Turner, A.J., Anglo-Saxon Sundials and the Tidal or Octaval System of Time 

Measurement, Antiqn Horology, 15 (1), Sept 1984, pp 76-7 
• * Turner, A.J., Sundials: History and Classification, History of Science, 27, 

1989, pp 303-318 
• Twycross-Raines, G.F., Aldbrough Church, Holderness, Trans East Riding 

Antiquarian Soc, Vol XXIII, 1920, p 28 
• J.W., Uncertain Stone Implement, Archaeologia Cambrensis, 3rd ser. Vol 14, 

1868, pp 446-448 (see Geo V. du Noyer above for reply) 
• * Ward, Dr F.A.B., Letter re Bewcastle Cross, Antiqn Horology, 8 (6), 1974, p 

648 
• Watkins, Hugh R., Torre Abbey, Mohun Gatehouse: Keystones in Groined 

Roof of Foot Entrance, Devon & Cornwall Notes and Queries, Vol III, 1920-
21, p 17 

• Way, Albert, Ancient Sun-Dials (Irish dials). Archaeological Journal, Vol XXV, 
1868, pp 207-223 

• * Wells, W.D., Scratch Dials on Leicstershire Churches, 1992, source 
unknown 

• Whitley, H. Michell, Dial on Bampton Church, Devon & Cornwall Notes and 
Queries, Vol VII (pt VI), April 1913, pp 209-210 + plate 

• Whitley, H. Michell, Scratch Dial on Staverton Church, Devon & Cornwall 
Notes and Queries, Vol 10, 1918-19, pp 314-315 

• Whitley, H. Michell, Primitive Sundials on West Sussex Churches, Sussex 
Arch Soc, Vol 60, 1919, pp 126-140 

• Williams, Roderick, G., Ewenny "Scratch Dial", Archaeologia Cambrensis, Vol 
91 (pt 1), 1936, p 155 

• Williams, Roderick G., Discovery of a "Mass Dial" at Ewenny, Archaeologia 
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• Wright, Rev G.A.A., Scratch Dial on Sandon Church, Essex Review, October 
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• Cole, T.W., Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks: A Link with Norman Times, The 
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• Cole, T.W., Letter to the Editor: A Sundial Census, Morning Post, 2nd Feb 
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• Cole, T.W., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, 25th January 1933 
• Cole, T.W., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials on Churches, The Times, 9th 

August 1933 (or 1934?) 
• Cole, T.W., Primitive Scratch Dials on Churches, The Scotsman, 11th August 
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• Cole, T.W., Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Sunday Times, 25th July 
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• Cole, T.W., Letter to the Editor: The Bewcastle Cross, The Times, 17th March 
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• Cox, J. Charles, Sun-Dials, Church Times, 22nd March and 31st March 1914 
• Crick, The Rev Walter. Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, ?th 

August 1934 
• Denoon, D.G., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, 1st Feb 1933 
• Drewitt, Harold W., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, ?th August 

1934 
• Dymock, R.G.V., Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 20th April 

1929 
• Eastern Daily Press: various correspondence on Dials in Summer 1910 
• Edwards, Rev C.V., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, ?th August 

1934 
• Fairburn, The Rev F.R., Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 10th 

April 1929 
• Finlayson, Sun-Dials, Church Times, March 1914 
• Fisher, F.N., Re Mass Clocks, Derbyshire Advertiser, 2nd Nov 1934 
• Foxton, John, Letter to the Editor: A Curious Sundial, The Yorkshire Post, 9th 

January and 17th January 1920 
• H.F., Scratch Dials, Derbyshire Advertiser, 2nd Nov 1934 
• Green, Arthur R., Letter to the Editor: Old Time-Keepers, Morning Post, 23rd 

June 1923 
• Gunther, Dr R.T., Letter to the Editor: Mass Dials, The Times, 12th April 1929 
• Harmer, Helena M., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, unknown paper, 20th 

Nov 1929 
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• Horne, Dom Ethelbert, Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, 20th 
Jan 1933 

• Horne, Ethelbert, Letter to the Editor: Medieval Sundials, The Observer, Feb 
26th 1933 

• Horne, Dom Ethelbert, Letter to the Editor: A Dial for Services, The Times, 
20th Jan 1933 

• Johnston, Philip M., Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 22nd 
August 1939 

• Lea, Raymond, Letter to the Editor: Reminder for Bell-Ringer, Country Life, 
30th August 1973 

• Lea, Raymond, Letter to the Editor: Chronometer for the Bell-Ringer, Country 
Life, 19th December 1974 

• Leighton, R.S., Letter to the Editor: A Curious Sundial, The Yorkshire Post, 
17th January 1920, 

• Lowe, M., Letter to the Editor: A Curious Sundial, The Yorkshire Post, 14th 
January 1920, 

• Milne, James, Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, Sunday Times, 11th July 
1937 

• Milner, G.H., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, ?th August 1934 
• Morris, A. Fitz, Letter to the Editor: Medieval Sundials, The Observer, Feb 

19th 1933 
• Pegg, the Rev Herbert, Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, ?th 

August 1934 
• Peppin, G.F.C., Sun-Dials, Church Times, 16th March 1914 
• Popham, H.E., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, unknown paper, 20th Nov 

1929 
• Powell, F.W., Letter to the Editor: A Curious Sundial, The Yorkshire Post, 

14th January and 20th January 1920, 
• Reed, F.J., Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 17th April 1929 
• Reid, R.D. Letter to the Editor: Primitive Sundials, Country Life, 24th August 

1972 
• Riddle, R.S., Letter to the Editor: Anglo-Saxon Time-Keeper. Country Life, 

2nd December, 1965 
• Roe, William, Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 23rd April 1929 
• Rose-Troup, Mrs J., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, 4th Feb 

1933 
• Ruddy, H.E., Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 9th April 1929 
• Scotchford, John, Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, unknown paper, 20th 

Nov 1929 
• Shuttleworth, C.B., Sun-Dials, Church Times, 6th March and ?? March 1914 
• Slack, Watson, Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials on Churches, The Times, 

13th August 1934 
• Slade, J.J., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, 6th Feb 1933 
• Stevenson, C.L., Letter to the editor: Medieval Sundials, The Observer, Feb 

26th 1933 
• Thomas, H. Kerr, Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 18th April 

1929 
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• Thompson, H. Stuart, Letter to the editor: Medieval Sundials, The Observer, 
Feb 19th 1933 

• Timmins, E.P., Letter to the editor: Medieval Sundials, The Observer, Feb 
19th 1933 

• Tudor-Evans, Letter to the Editor: Mass Dials, The Times, 5th April 1929 
• Wanstall, C.L., Letter to the Editor: Sun-Dials, Church Times, 9th March 1913 
• White, James Dundas, Letter to the Editor: Mass Clocks, The Times, 8th April 

1929 
• Wright, Rev G.A.A.A., Letter to the Editor: Scratch Dials, The Times, ?th 

August 1934 
• Writer of the Article; Letter to editor: Mass Clocks; Birmingham Post, 14th 

January 1933 
 
 
 
d) FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS AND ARTICLES 
 

• Bilfinger, Gustav, 1892, Die Mittelalterlichen Horem und die 
Modernenstunden, Stuttgart 

• Drecker, J., 1909, Gnomone und Sonnenuhren, Aachen 
• Drecker, J., 1925, Theorie der Sonnenuhren, Berlin 
• Helbig, J, "A propos de nos cadrans solaires", Bulletin de Musee Royal, 

Bruxelles, 3rd ser., 11th year, no 3, p 50 
• Loschner, Dr Hans, 1906, Uber Sonnenuhren, Graz, (pp 38-47 only) 
• Lunddwall, Sten, Solur, Kulturhistorisk leksikon for nordisk middelalder, Vol 

XVI, pp 426-427 (Two Danish examples are mentioned as the only ones in 
Scandinavia) 

• Mossinger, Urformen des Sonnenrades Das Sonnenrad im Brauch, 
Germanien, 12, 1940 

• Nielsen, Af Axel V., Soluret ~ Den Sollyse Dags Tidsmåler, Købstadsmuseet, 
1953, pp 16-52 (only 2 Norwegian dials listed. I have photocopies of pp 16-
23, 34-35, 50-52) 

• Rohr, R.J., 1871, Les Cadrans Solaires Anciens d'Alsace, Editions Alsatia 
Colmar 

• Stohlerin, H., "Die Sonnenuhren am Basler Münster und die alte Basler 
Stundenzähiung", Basler Z'schrift, Vol 41, 1942 

• Vellev, Af Jens, Danske solure fra middelalderen - og nogle fra Sverige, 
Særtryk af hikuin, Vol 6, 1980, pp 17-38 

• Viksten, Carl, "Solur", Fomvårdaren, Vol 5, 1933-36, pp 295-314 
• Wiesenthal, G, Sonnenrad und Hakenkrevz in rheinhessischen Bodenfunden 

(Von der Bronzezeit bis zu den Franken) Volk und Scholle, 17, 1939 
•  * Zinner, E., 1939, Die altesten Raderuhren und modernen Sonnenuhren, 

Bamberg 
• * Zinner, Ernst, 1964, Alte Sonnenuhren an Europaischen Gewä`nden, Serien 

Boethius Bd III, Wiesbaden 
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e) BACKGROUND MATERIAL ON MEDIAEVAL TIME 
 

• Benham, The Rev William, 1887, Dictionary of Religion, London (Canonical 
Hours p 202) 

• Chaucer, Opening lines to the Parson's Tale shows that in the 14th century it 
was not unusual to calculate the time of day by one's shadow. 

• Cox, J. Charles, 1913, Churchwardens' Accounts from 14th century to the 
Close of the 17th Century, London (Chap XVII: Clocks ~ Hour-Glasses ~ etc 
pp 228-233) 

• Cutts, Rev Edward L., 1898, Parish Priests and their People in the Middle 
Ages in England, London SPCK, (Chap XII "The Public Services in Church" 
pp 200-213; Ringing of bells, pp 70-71) 

• Gibbs, Sharon L., 1976, Greek and Roman Sundials, Yale University Press 
(includes some Planar Sundials) 

• Gunther, R.T., 1929, Chaucer and Messahalla on the Astrolabe, Oxford (p 15) 
• Hamilton-Thompson, A., 1925, The Cathedral Churches of England, London, 

SPCK (Chap VI, "Daily Life in Church and Close pp 195-213) 
• Howgrave-Graham, R.P., Some Clocks and Jacks, with Notes on the History 

of Horology, Archaeologia, Vol 77, 1928 (pp 257-262 and pp 264-274 contain 
snippets of useful information) 

• Mayall, R.N. & M.L., 1994 (3rd ed), Sundials. Their Construction and Uses, 
Cambridge, Mass (250pp), [useful background information] 

• Oxford Dictionary under Dial. 
• Pool, Reginald L., 1918, The Medieval Reckoning of Time (Helps for Students 

of History No 3), London 
• Rock, Daniel, 1905, The Church of Our Fathers as seen in St Osmund's Rite 

for the Cathedral of Salisbury, New ed 4 volumes (1st pub 1853), London 
(Canonical Hours Vol 4 pp 1-18; Bells Vol 4 p 65, pp 166-7, p 178) 

• Rohr, Rene J., 1996, Sundials: History, Theory and Practice, Dover Books, 
176pp [Useful background information] 

• Turner, A.J., Anglo-Saxon Sundials and the Tidal or Octaval System of Time 
• Measurement, Antiqn Horology, 15 (1), Sept 1984, pp 76-7 
• Waugh, Albert, 1973, Sundials: Their Theory and Construction, Dover 

Publications, New York [useful background information] 
• Wordsworth, Charles, 1898, Medieval Services in England, London (Useful 

notes on times that the bells were rung, pp 57-60, 63, 71-73, 77) 
 
 
 
f) MANUSCRIPT SOURCES 
 

• Basle University Library 
* Liber Isidori: An early Irish ms in the University Library at Basle, contains a fine 
diagram of a horologium. On the same page is a group of five circles, exactly 
corresponding in position and in number of radii in each circle, with the five 
circles on a stone set up in a wall at Houghton, Near Walsingham (Source Rev 
Arthur Cross) 
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• Council For Places to Worship, London 
List of Photographs of Scratch Dials sent by W.R.G. Dymock 
List of Photographs of Scratch Dials presented given by Abbot Home, 1942 
List of Photographs of Scratch Dials presented by W.C.H. Lea, Nov 1942 
List of Churches where Gothic Dials are Reported by L.H.A. Carr, April 1941 
Sundials: Some notes by Laurence H.A. Carr, undated but probably 1941 
 
• Hampshire County Museum Service, Winchester 
Two small notebooks compiled by Mr Ellaway and Mr Willis describing dials in 
Basingstoke area 
Some correspondence between Ellaway and Willis 
Photographs of Hampshire examples 
 
• Northampton Museum 
Dryden's mss (Have not checked but Dom E. Horne's papers in Taunton 
Museum Lib give a list of Dryden's mss that are housed at Northampton 
 
• Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House, London 
Most of the above publications can be found in their library 
 
• Taunton Museum 
Dom E. Horne's original material, correspondence, etc in five large boxes. These  
were uncatalogued in 1975 
Two volumes of Photographs of Somerset Dials by Dom E. Horne (1941) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Based on un-copyrighted data from PH-L’s Argonet Internet web site as at 21st April 1997.  PH-L’s work in 
preparing this bibliography is gratefully acknowledged by BSS.) 


