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British Sundial Society 

Exeter Conference 2010
Programme 

The Bar and all meals will be held in Holland Hall

All Lectures and displays will be held in the Queen’s Building
_________________________________________
Friday 9th April
 
 

14:00-17:00
Display set up in the Queen’s Building

16:00-17:00
Reception and Refreshments in Holland Hall

17:00-18:00
Displays and Bookstall in the Queen’s Building

17:30

Bar open in Holland Hall
 

18:30

Dinner
 in Holland Hall

Chairman: Chris Daniel 

20:00

Lettering - Ben Jones 
Most lettering is there to be read and not looked at. Any text carved into a dial is there to be looked at as well as read. Most texts starts top left and work their way down the page. Lettering carved in the round can be read in different directions and convey meanings that text on a page never could.
20:20

The Sundial as an Aolian Harp - A Mills

A horizontal sundial normally attracts attention to the dial and gnomon. Much less attention has been given to their supporting structures and a few classical designs of pillar seem to serve the majority of garden dials. However, could some other suitable support complement a dial by demonstrating some other natural phenomenon that operates independently of Man?  An aeolian harp might fulfil just such a purpose.

20:50

Bulletin Indexing Workshop - K Karney All past Bulletins up to 2005 have been digitised, assembled and indexed by date and author. The whole has been optically-character-recognised so is searchable by word or phrase.
The next step will be to index the whole archive by subject.
The workshop will discuss how this is to be done using the forms provided in the wallets.
21:20 -23:00
Bar, Holland Hall
 

________________________
Saturday 10th April
 
 

07:30-08:30
Breakfast
 

8:30-8:55

Displays and Bookstall
Chairman: Mike Shaw (standing in for Geoff Parsons)
09:00

Antique Hour Lines - F Sawyer
An exploration of a millennium of history, misconceptions, false statements, and general lack of clarity concerning the temporary hour lines on antique sundials.
09:30
Three Horizontal Norwegian Sundials at 70 degrees North - A Wikander
Three sundials that come originally from Fort Vardøhus built about 1300 on the Russian border of Norway will be described. Two of the dials show the hours, the third one shows the old Norwegian tides. These dials are today in the museum of Tromsø.
09:45
How to calculate the earth’s eccentricity with a common sun dial - J Kint
Two methods are presented here for calculating the eccentricity of the earth’s orbit by a common sun dial.  The first one is based on the Ptolemaios model while the second one uses the daily measurements of the equation of time as its starting point. Both methods have their weak and their strong points.

10:05

Afternoon arrangements - M Jenkins
10:10-10:40
Coffee/Displays/Bookstall

Chairman: K Karney
 

10:45
A statistical survey of Mass Dials pt III - C Williams
Over the past year the 5,500 dial English database has been ever more intensively probed and a preliminary analysis of a 1,500 dial French database completed. A more comprehensive and detailed English picture emerges. So does a first indication of how typical of the Continent our English results might be.
11:25
Did sundials contribute to the discovery of perspective - J Lynes
The geometry of a sundial is identical to a perspective drawing of the sun’s apparent orbit across the sky at different seasons. Filippo Brunelleschi (1377-1446), to whom the discovery of perspective construction in the fifteenth century is traditionally credited, was a clockmaker and certainly familiar with sundials. To what extent was his perspective technique influenced by a knowledge of gnomonics? The answer is not straightforward.
12:30
Lunch
13:45

Coach Trips
17:30 -18:45
Displays/Bookstall
18:00

Bar open
 

19:30

Conference Dinner 

20:45

Awards
 

21:00-23:00
Bar
________________________
Sunday 11th April
 
 

07:30- 08:30
Breakfast
 

8:30-8:55
Displays and Bookstall (MR)

Chairman: F Sawyer
09:00
The Horizontal Quadrant - J Davis & Michael Lowne
Horizontal quadrants are a relatively unusual form of altitude dial. Dating back to at least the 16th century, they use stereographic projections to represent the sky and show the sun’s position. This paper will describe their evolution and show how they work. It will include a rare type described by John Collins in 1658 in an un-illustrated book  and which features an “inverted projection”.

09:30

Lining up a sundial - A. Hunter
Equipment for finding true north, and a means for rotating a freestanding dial on a pedestal or pillar to face in this direction and lock it in position, all accurate to one tenth of one degree will be described. An example of a dial set to the correct time within twenty seconds (20s), and on the line of the local meridian within one fortieth of one degree (0.025°), will be described.

09:45
Dials at Hever and Penshurst - David Brown
Recent sundial work at Penshurst and Hever Castle has brought to light some interesting as well as puzzling matters.
10:05-10:40
Coffee/Displays/Bookstall
Chairman: C Daniel
10:45
A new mean time horizontal dial – C Lusby Taylor
After a review of known classes of mean-time sundial, I will present what I believe to be a new type with a fixed horizontal dial. The prototype will be on display.
11:15
Techniques used by Sundials Australia – Marg Folkard
Marg Folkard and John Ward are Physicists whose research laboratory background governs their attitude to gnomonics and accuracy. Marg will describe some of their sundials and  manufacturing techniques which include photopolymer pattern making and bronze casting, waterjet machining, and a recent technique updating the old stonemason’s hand-carving of stonework for gravestones.
11:55

The Andrew Somerville Lecture


A Gallimaufry of Dial makers and Designers – David J Bryden
In forty years in the museum profession, with a special interest in early scientific instruments, sundials are certainly the most common genre of instrument that I have handled. In writing about instrument makers, whose workshop products included sundials, I have buried much detail in footnotes.  In research notes dating from the late 1960s I still have snippets about dials-makers and designers that seemed worth noting at the time, but have yet to see the light of day.  I will draw on this miscellany, in the context of talking of about my current active research programme into the patents for scientific instruments in Georgian England.  This research project has mushroomed to look at various alternatives to patenting which could be used by the innovative instrument designer to ensure that posterity was aware of his particular novel design contribution.  Sundial makers and sundial designs do not loom large in the history of Georgian instrument patents, but they appear with greater frequency amongst alternatives to patenting  as well as providing an interesting ghost patent a spectre that leads to a Victorian novelty patent sundial.
12:55

Annual General Meeting

13:15

Lunch
 

14:00

The Conference ends
